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1. Investigate the instruments of the orchestra. 

Musical  instruments  are  fun  and  interesting ,  so  kids  will  get

excited  about  the  instruments  and  the  music  they  make .These

are  the  basic  instrument  famil ies  and  the  instruments  in  each

family  in  the  orchestra :
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The Orchestra in Four Easy Steps

Here  is  our  free  video  on  YouTube  to  help  you  and  your  child

begin  to  investigate  the  instruments  of  the  orchestra :

Introduction to the Orchestra
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PEeMmtzVTvg


The  orchestra  came  about  in  the  early  1600s .  Before  that ,

instrumental  music  occurred  in  small  ensembles  or  groups  of

instruments .  From  the  1600s  to  the  present ,  orchestra  music  has

been  broken  into  four  basic  eras :

•  Baroque  Era  ~  1600  to  1750

•  Classical  Era  ~  1750  to  1800

•  Romantic  Era  ~  1800  to  1910

•  Modern  Era  ~  1910  to  present
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2. Investigate the history of the orchestra.

Each  era  shares  certain  characterist ics ,  so  i f  you  understand

what  era  the  music  is  from ,  i t  will  help  you  understand  why  the

music  sounds  the  way  i t  does .
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2. Investigate the history of the orchestra (continued)

The  Baroque Era  is  characterized  by  music  that  sounds  grand ,

fancy  and  decorated  with  an  almost  fr ivolous  use  of  fr i l ls ,  tr i l ls

and  extra  notes .  It  was  usually  music  for  royalty ,  nobil ity  and  the

church .

 

The  Classical Era  music  is  very  structured  and  orderly  and  you

could  say  i t  was  sparer  and  more  emotionally  reserved  than

music  of  the  Baroque  and  Romantic  periods .  It  also  became

more  available  to  the  regular  people  in  operas  and  showy  solo

pieces  called  concertos .

 

The  Romantic Era  is  the  period  of  music ,  art ,  and  l i terature  that

is  often  characterized  by  the  unabashed  expression  of  emotion .

The  Modern Era  is  characterized  by  musical  innovation ,

breaking  of  the  rules  of  musical  composition ,  and  new  and

different  sounds .
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3. Investigate the composers of each era

When  you  and  your  child  get  to  know  the  personalit ies  of  the

composers  and  learn  history ,  geography  and  culture  r ight  along

with  music ,  the  composers  and  their  music  will  come  alive  to

you !

 

It  is  best  to  choose  one  composer  at  a  t ime  to  focus  on .

 

This  t imeline  will  give  you  an  idea  of  which  composers  to  study

and  what  era  they  are  from .
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4. Investigate the music of the composers

Start  by  choosing  a  composer  and  famil iarizing  yourself  with  his

or  her  story  and  the  era  he  or  she  l ived  in .  Then  f ind  and  l isten

to  two  to  f ive  short  pieces  from  the  composer  you  are

investigating .  You  can  type  the  name  of  the  composer  you  want

to  l isten  to  into  YouTube  or  your  favorite  streaming  service  to

find  pieces  from  the  composer .

 

I f  you  and  your  child  are  not  famil iar  with  orchestral  or  classical

music * ,  starting  with  short  pieces  of  the  composers  will  get  you

used  to  the  sounds  of  the  instruments  and  style  of  the  era ,  while

giving  you  a  chance  to  increase  your  attention  span  for  longer

works .

 

For  more  help  on  preparing  your  children  for  l istening  and

teaching  your  children  how  to  l isten ,  read  this  article :  Teaching
Children How to Listen

*Note :  Classical  music  is  the  genre  of  art  music  into  which  orchestral

music  fal ls .  Don ’t  mix  this  up  with  the  Classical  Era ,  which  is  one  of

four  t ime  periods  and  styles  within  the  genre  of  classical  /  art  music .

Copyright © 2021 Jus' Classical

https://jusclassical.com/teaching-children-how-to-listen/


More Tips

Children  are  usually  open  to  learning  about  any  kind  of  music

when  they  are  young ,  so  jump  into  investigating  with  them .

    

Repetit ion  is  how  children  learn ,  so  repeat  the  same  piece

often .  Choose  one  short  piece  of  a  composer  and  l isten  to  i t  a

few  t imes  in  one  sitt ing  and  /  or  every  day  for  a  week .  

   

The  more  we  understand  something ,  the  more  we  appreciate

it ,  so  again  repeat  the  same  piece ,  learn  about  the  composer

and  instruments  being  played ,  and  f ind  any  interesting

history  that  may  go  with  the  piece  ( l ike  Neil  Armstrong  and

Buzz  Aldrin  l istened  to  New World Symphony  by  Antonin

Dvorak  as  they  prepared  to  land  on  the  moon . )
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Check out The Composer Detective  on Teachable!

Do you want more help teaching your child the orchestra?
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The Composer Detective is an easy-to-use, all-in-one online course,

designed to help you lead your children in investigating orchestra

instruments, music and composers, so that you feel like a rock star (or is that

an opera star?), and they fall in love with listening to music, a benefit for a

lifetime.

https://jus-classical.teachable.com/courses/category/the-composer-detective
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